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nineteenth century. Havifig helped to smash the
Tory Party in 1846, he had smashed the Liberal
Party, single-handed, forty years later. For
thirty years, he had been the biggest figure in
England, the most passionately adored, the most
bitterly hated. Had he wished, he could have
shaken the throne to its foundations, and he had
refrained. In his ultimate ideals he had failed.
He had not secured self-government for Ireland :
he had himself been compelled to add vast tracts
to the British Empire. Though still the idol of
half England, he was now more solitary than ever,
and might as well have abandoned the game.
But this was what Gladstone never could, nor
would, do. He had thrown up the leadership of
the party in 1874 ; he had wished to do the same
in 1884. He knew he was not the man to grapple
with the economic problems of the new age. But
he would not admit he was beaten. The Union
was to be modified : and he was the only man
to modify it Till then, the Liberal Party must
put up with its leader whether it wanted him
or not, and many were his colleagues, who did
not hide their irritation at his undue longevity.
So it was that in 1886 Gladstone did not aban-
don the leadership of his miserably shrunken
party. He was, in fact, to be Prime Minister
again for a short time in 1892. Deaf and blind,
he was to shoWthat he had lost none of his parlia-
mentary skill. But his majority was but a miser-
able shadow of what he had hoped. The Liberal